
 

  
 

 

Incident Date: February 20, 2020  Location: Coastal Woodlands  
Incident Type: Close Call with Damage  Job Position: Yarder Operator  

      

Summary: A Grapple Yarder Operator with a helper (New and Young Worker) standing on 
deck was backing machine down road (12%). Guylines were slack, boom upright and house 
was not parallel with tracks. Crew were moving to a better position to spool haulback (7/8” 
wire rope) onto drums. While backing down, the lower track slid on rock and ice, causing 
machine to slide cross-ways on the road. Stability was compromised and the yarder fell over 
on its side, landing on an unoccupied processor. Neither the operator nor helper were 
injured, however this event could have resulted in a serious injury had circumstances been 
slightly different (SIFp event).  
 
Key Learnings and Recommendations:  

• Safe working plans must be discussed prior to working in upset conditions. There 
were numerous safe options for completing the task.  

• All workers have the right to refuse unsafe work.  
• Never have a worker standing on the deck of a machine while moving.  
• When travelling on steeper roads, the boom must be lowered (pointing up hill) to 

provide better stability.  
• Consider snubbing machines if traction and stability is questionable. 

 

Click here to access this safety alert from our website. 

BCFSC welcomes all incident or near-miss submissions. If you have an incident you’d like to share or would like to 
subscribe to the Industry Safety Alert click here. BCFSC will review and remove all identifying information to protect 
your privacy. 

Connect With Us: bcforestsafe.org | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | LinkedIn | Instagram 
Disclaimer: Industry Alerts are voluntarily submitted by workers or companies. We encourage the sharing of information that can help improve 
safety for all workers. The BC Forest Safety Council is not responsible for accuracy of content.  
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